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SERMO! 


O R, 


Chriſtian Practice of Repentance, Opened - 
and Applied, by a godly, able, and faich- 
| ful Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt. 


\ Wherein is diſcovered , 
as alſo the great neceſſity thereof to ſalvation: 
' with the great folly and deſperate madneſs 
| of all thoſe that delay and PEO 
their Repentance untqa Si 

Bed, or Old Age. 


Together wich the great Benefit, Joy, and 
Comfort that ſhall be to the Souls of all 
thoſe that timely and truly Repent. 


The eleventh Edition, with many Additions. 
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Matth. & 17. 

From that time Feſus began to preach, and to ſay, 

Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. 
Luke 13. 3 


\ Except je Repent, ye ſhall all Tikewiſs periſh. 


Lioa near Pye- Corner. 1683. 
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The abſolute neceſſigy, Goſpel Duty, and 


what Repentance is; 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


O R, 


The abſolute neceſſity, duty, and Chriſtian 
Practice of RIH ERNTAN CE. 


Acts 17. 30, 3 1. The times of this ignorance God 
winked at, but now commandeth all men every 
where to repent : Becauſe he hath appointed a 
Day, in which he will judge the world in righ- 
teouſneſs. 


4e Bleſſed Apoſtle Saint Paul in 
theſe wo2ds, beloved, endeavours to 
take off the ſuperſtitious Athenians 
from their dolatry and woꝛſhi ippins 
ol falke gods; gods of ſilver and gold, which 
indeed are no gods, but the wozk of mens 
hands; and this he doth, firſt, by endea- 
pouring to convince them of the folly of 


their Jdolatry ; and then ſecondly, in laying 


ow uu the ny and goodneſs of God, 
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| Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
in making and pꝛelerving the woꝛld, and all 
things therein. God (ſaith he in the kozego⸗ 
ing verſes) made the world, and all things there- 
in, and is Lord over all, and gives to all life and 
breath, and all things; and in him we all live, and 
move, and have our being: and it is he that bath 
ſet the bounds of our habitations. Ther efoꝛe 
(ſaith he) you need not think that the God⸗ 
head is like unto gold, 02 ſtlver, oꝛ ſtones, gra⸗ 
ven by art o2 mans devices; fo2 God is Lo2d . 
both of heaven and earth. IJ but ſay thcle Jd&- _ : 
laters, (like ſome now adayes) we did as our 
foze-fathers did, they ſhoꝛſhipped ſuch gods as 
theſe, were of the ſame Religion as our fo2e- 
fathers were. But ſaith the Apoltle, this was 
done in ignozance, and the times of this igno⸗ 
rance God winked at; your foze-fathers had 
not the light of the Goſpel, they never heard 
of Jeſus Chiift: But now, ſaith he, Chꝛiſt is 
pꝛeached, ⁊ the light of the Goſpel ſhines koꝛth 
in the wo2ld,therefo2enow pe muſt repent, and {-F 
turn krom theſe idols, and lerve the living od. 4 
| Now God commands all men every where to , ; F 
krepent, although Godin times paT ſufferedall ' th 
| Nations to walk in their own wapes: Now m 
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| hath he ſent us fop2cach Chit unto you; that ve 
vou ſhould turn from theſe vanities, and ſerve tit 
|| the living God. Ir vour faze⸗fathers ſinnned it | ot 
was though their ignozance and W fe 
now- ** bt 
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| zwledge of Jeſus Chꝛiſt: but if you ſin an d 
Ko on in vour idolatry, it is thꝛough wilfulnes, 
and od will be revenged on vou. In the woꝛds 
Sou may obſerve theſe four things irt, a duty 
ommanded,and that is repentance; ſecondly, 
the commander, x that is Gad, God command- 
Neth; thirdly, the perſons fo whom this command 
is enjopned, and that is all men, everp where, 
high and low, rich and pz, all the world over; 
Ffeurthiy and laſtly, the time when, and that is 
Inow; now God commandeth all men every 
1 here to repent, now in theſe times of the Go⸗ 
tpel: To day if you will hear my voice, ſaith God 
in Pfalm 95. 7. From the woꝛds thus opened, J 
F ſhall give youtheſe four pꝛa tical obſervations: 
The fir is this, that Repentance is a nedful 
and neceſfary duty commanded by God. Se- 
\ | condty, that every man x waman in the wo2ld 
„ is bound to repent. Thirdlp, that the domtrine 
ok the Goſpel is a doctrine of Repentance: It 
was Chꝛiſts firſt Sermon, as you map ſœ, Mat. 
4 16. ſeſus began to preach, and to fay Repent. 
Fourthly and laſtly, oblerve from theſe woꝛds 
that God erpens moꝛe, and loks foꝛ moꝛe from 
men under the Golpel, then fcom thoſe who ne⸗ 
4 ver heardof the Goſpel. Theſe for obſerva- 
tions are all ot them very clear from the wows | 
' of the tert, J chall only ther efoꝛe give you lome 
122 pꝛofs of — . | 
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ſo. p2oeeed in the opening and handling of the 
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two firft obſervations, and krom thence J ſhall 
dꝛa w lundꝛpy pꝛactical ulſes, which J ſhal endea- 
vour, by Gods aſſiſtance, to apply home unto 
pour ſouls, J ſhall therefoze joyn the two firft 
obſervations into one intire pꝛopoſition, thus. 
That repentance is a nedful and neceſſary du⸗ 
ty commanded byGod,and that every man and 
woman in the woꝛld is bound to repent. Except 
ye repent (ſaith Chꝛiſt, Luke 13. z)ye (ball all pe- 
riſh. And 2 Pet. 3. 9. God is not willing that any 
ſhould periſh, but that all ſhould come to repent- 
ance.AsI live(laith the Lozd, Ezek. 33 ff.) have 
no pleaſare in the death of thewicked, but that the 
wicked turn from his way and live. Turn ye, turn 
ye from your evil wayes; for why will ye die, O0 ; 
houſe of Iſrael. And in Mat. z. 2. Repent, for the tl 
kingdom of heaven is at hand. And ſo likewiſe in Þ 
Act 2.38.Repent & be baptized every one of you le 
in the name ofJeſusChriſt, for the remiſſion of (ins 7 Its 
Repentance is nedful fo2 all, there are none ſo 
wile none lo learned, none ſo holy , but tand 
in nerd of repentance. In many things (ſaith | 
St. James) we ſin all, Jam, 3 2. And in Rom.3.23 * 
All have ſinned. Poung ones have ſfnned, and 
tberekoze have need to repent, t that betimes, 1 
leſt as St. Paul ſaith, Heb. 13 3. Through the de- t! 
—— of ſin their hearts be hardned. Jts god in 
oz young ones, pea its the beſt courle Wo 3 £1 
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bed, foꝛ then it may be to late: Foz alth 
true repentance isnever ta late, vet late r 
tance is ſeldom true. It is a good obſervation 
Jof a holp man; faith he, ſpeaking of the repen- 
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tate, as Solomon faith. Eccleſ. 12. 1. To remember 
heir Creator in the dayes of their youth and not 
to put off repentance unto old age, oꝛ the rho 
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tant Thier, God ſaved one at the laſt hour, chat 


none might deſpair, and but one, that none might 
preſume. Thou that wilt not repent when thon 
mailt, it may be God will not give the time to 
repent hercafter when thou wouldeſt: Doeſt 
thou think to do that in thy old age, which thou 


wilt not do in thy pouth⸗ Canſt thou do that in 
one hour on thy death⸗bed, which thou art not 


able to do ſufficiently all thy like time - And 
then likewiſe old men have ned of repentance, 
they have lived a long time in firt , and have 
long enough, yea, to to long neglcted repen- 
tance: Poung men may dye ln, but old men 


cannot live long; ther etoꝛe both young and old 


4 habe ned to repent, that they may receive the 
{& remiſſion ot their ſins, Mark 1.4. And foꝛ pour 


better underſtanding of this great c neceſſa- 
ry duty ofrepeatance. J (hail a little ſhew you 
what it is, and that bꝛieſip. Repentancets of 


two ſoꝛts, either real oꝛ unfeigned, oz elle ſem- 
ing and hypocritical;leming repentance that's 
tommon to wicked men, and is altogether Le- 


gal, 
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gal, ariling from the accuſations of their olon 
conſcieaces, ſuch a repentance; as this, was 


that of Judas; and then there is a real and un⸗ 
keigned repentance , which doth pꝛoperly be⸗ 


tong to the godly, and this is likewiſe of two 


ſozts; Legal and Evangelical: Legal-repen- 
tance that comes from the Law, giving us the 
fight of our ſins and our miſery by fin;the Law 
is our Schol-maſter to bꝛing us toLh2iF,Gal. 


3.24. But Evangelical repentancethatſpzings 
from faith in Chꝛiſt, and carries out the ſoul __. 


unto Chꝛiſt in oppoſition to every ſin,and to a 


foxſaking of every evil way: repentance then 
I ſhall thus deſcribe, J lay repentance is a aift ' 


of God by which a believing ſinner being calf 


downin the ſight and Lende ok his own ſinncs, 


doth utterly koꝛlake and abhoz all his foꝛmer 


obi l wayes; and turns to the Loꝛd with a per⸗ | 


fet heart. 
J ſay it is a gift of God, that which comes 
from God and not from nature, its a flower ne- 


ver grew in natures garden;neither birth no: 
beeding , neither art no2 learning, noꝛ any 
other ſublynarypowe? oꝛ qualiſication, is able 
to beget repentance: true repentance comes 


from above. Every good and perfect gift (ſaith 
St. James) comes from above, Jam. . 17. Gꝛace 


doth not grow here below; but comes down 


from the father of lights. The On 
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quickning of a dead ſoul , and theretoꝛe muſt 
be the act of him who is the giver of all life. 
We are all M us by nature dead in fins and treſ- 
paſſes , Epheſ. the 2. and the 1, A man by nature 


is no moꝛe able to perfo2m an ad oftrue grace, 


then a dead perſon in the grave is able to do an 
at of nature. They that live in (in (as St. Paul 


ſaith ofthe widow that lives in pleaſure, 1 Tim. 
3 6.) are. dead while they live.Repentance-then is 

the gift of God, Act: 11,18. God granted repen- 
\) [tance unto life. Do in 1 Iim. 2; 25. the Mints 


{ters of God are required to inffrut thoſe that 


, oppoſe themſelves ,- with meknels ; if God 


peradventure wil give them repentance tothe 
acknowledging of the truth,that they may re⸗ 


taper themſelves out of the ſnares of the devil. 
It is laid of Chꝛiſt, AQs5.31 He is exalted to be 


a Prince and a Saviour, to give repentance unto II- 
rael. Faith and repentance are ſupernatural 


. wozks, c we map as wel create new heavens 
and a new earth, as do theſe acts of our ſelves; 
it is God alone that wozks them in gur hearts 
bp the efficacious operations of his Spirit. 


2 Cor. 3. 5. We are not ſufficient of our ſelves to 
think any thing as of our ſelves but it is God that 
worketh in us both to will and to do, of his good 
Pleaſure, Phil 2. 13. | 
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14.18; glorified God;that to the Gentiles be bad 
granted repentance unto life. Repentance is the 
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Hecondlp, repentance is a change, ſirſt of the ; 


heart, then of the whole man: there muſt be a 
new heart, and a new hand; a new like, and a 
new head: all things muſt be new where re⸗ 


pentance is. If any man be in Chriſt (ſaith the 


Apoſtle) be is a new creature, 1 Cor. 5. 17. Re⸗ 
pentance makes a man a new man, and it is 


only in the power of God to renew our hearts, 


neither Angels noz men are able to do it. 
In Jer. 3 1. 18,19.ſaith Ephraim, Turn thou me, 
and I ſhal be turned, for thou art theLord my God, 


Surely after that I was turned] repented, and after 
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that I was inſttucted, I ſmote upon my thigb, l was + Þ 
aſhamed, yea even confounded, becauſe 1 did bear c 


the reproach of my youth, Mere is the character 
of a true repentance, it is the Loꝛd that mut 
change our hearts, it is he only that muſt give 


us new hearts, and take from ns theſe hearts o 
Tone: it is the Loꝛd that muſt pluck us out off 
the lnares of the Devil, and caſt down the 


krong holds of ſin in us, if God do not turn us, 


we ſhall never be turned. After that I was turn 
ned, I repented ſaith Epbraim. But J proceed 


in the deſcription of repentance. 


Its a gift of God, Jſay whereby a belicving, 
ſinner turns from all his ſins unto God; J ſay, 
.a believing ſinn:r,becauſe faith muſt firſt pꝛs⸗ 
-Cede and go befoꝛe repentance,fo2 none can tru⸗ 

ly repent,but he. muſt firft believe: a 
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' Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
be in aſinner that which we cal Legal repen- 


- . fance, which may cauſe a ſinner to fall out with 
his ſins / it may be toloath them with a kinde 


of deteſtat ion: its poſſible a wicked man map 


repent that ever he knew what lin meant, oz 
that ever he had to do with ſin;all this may be, 


and pet no true repentance, becaule no true 
faith. foꝛ true repentance cauſes a hatred of ſin, 
as it is diſpleaſing to God,alwell as hurtful to 
our ſelves; pea, he hates ſin as hell, vea wozſe 
then hell it (elf, which cannot be in an unbe⸗ 
lieving loul. It cannot be denied but that re⸗ 


pentance is a ſaving grace; and if ſo, then none 


can partake of this ſaving grace, till he be ũrſt 


united unto Chꝛiſt the fountain of all grace: 


ſo then faith muſt nerds be befoze repentance. 
Secondly, where true repentance is, there is 


-a change wꝛought in the whole man, and a tur⸗ 
ning, firſt, to cur ſelves: ſecondly, to God: 
and thirdly to man, An unrepentant ſinner is 
out of himſelf; and he is not onely out of his 


wap, but out of his wits. In Luke 15. 17. when 


the Pꝛodigal came to himlelt, he (aid; Father I 


have ſinned; - this is the firſt ſtep to repentance, 


lelk⸗ returning. @ccondly, repentance is a re⸗ 


turning to God, If thou wilt return O Iſrael, ſaith 
the Lord, return unto me, Jer. 4. 1. The grace of 
repentance is luitably erp2eſſed by this act of 
AFyrning to God, they wha did not repent, 
are 
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are ſaid not to return to God. In Amos. 4 1. 
God ſaith, Notwithſtandtng I have given you 
cleanneſs of teeth, and want of bread, yet have you 
not returned: notwithſtanding I have with-holden 


the rain from you, and ſmitten you with blaſtings 0 
and mildew, and ſent among you the Peſtilence: tc 


Notwithſtanding I have ſlain your young men by | 


the ſword, and overthrown ſome of you as I over- er 
threw Sodom and Gomorrah, by fire; yet have A 
you not returned unto me, faith the Lord, Repen-⸗ pi 


tance is a turning from fin to God: Sin turns cg 
men from God, and draws the ſoul into the wayes tu 
of death, Jam. 1. 14. A man is dzawn away th 
ok his own luſts and enticed, dꝛawn away from | af 
God and from the truth of God: but when once rie 
Repentance comes, he turns back again, he G; 
changes his minde then, and abho2s himſelf fo: al 
what he hath done, Job 42.6.1 abhor my ſelf, and thi 
repent (ſaith Job) in duſt and aſhes. The pꝛodi-„ 
gal was d2awn away from his fathers houſe * we 


thꝛough his own luſts, and pet at laſt he return⸗ fau 


ed firſt to htmſelf, ſecondly to his father, Luxe faul 
15 17. M hen he came to himſelf he ſaid I wil ariſe, | we 
and go to my father, and ſay unto him, Father, I kng 
have ſinned againſt heaven and before thee, and? flat 
am no more worthy to be called thy ſon. moet 

Sinners are laid to be mad, but repentance ther 
bꝛings men to their right wits again: every knel 
impenitent ſinner is a mad man, a meer — 1 
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pentance turns men from this madneſs, Jn 


Acts 16. 18. it is called, A turning of men from 
darkneſs to light, and from the power of Satan ya- 
to God: Sin is a darkneſs, and when men in 


they know not what they do; but Repentanee 


enlightens men, and lets them at liberty. In 


Acts 20. 20. Repentance # turning to God are 


put together, they are one and the lame, the one 


cannot be witbout the other; but it is not any 
turning that doth this, but it is a turning ol 


the judgemant, and a turning ok the will and 
àfkections: ſo that men that are turned, are care 


ried wholly from ſin and wickednels, unto 
God, Joel 3. 12. Turn unto me(ſaith God) with 


all your heart: If it be with a piece, it is nos 


thing wozth, it is altogether deceitful. 
Thirdly,Repentance is a returning to men; 

we muſt not be aſhamed to acknowledge our 

faults ane to another, Jam. 5 16. Confeſs your 


faults one to another, and pray one for another. c 
we have dene any man wꝛong, ſwe ought to ac⸗ 
knowledge it. Js it ſo then that Repentance 
flowes from Faith in Jelus Chꝛiſt, and turns 


men krom fin unto God, then A obſerve ; that 


there are many in the wo2lo, who as vet never 
: knely what true repentance meaneth, becauſe 
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man ; who but a mad man will run himſeif 
wilfully into the fire, as every wicked man 
doth, he runs headlong to deſtruction; but re⸗ 
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Chriſts firſt Sermon, 
they are pet in unbelief+ without faith, with- 
out which there can be no repentance: Men 
may cry bitterly , and humble themſelves in 
ſackcloth and aſhes, as Abab did: men may 
have the hozrours of Hell in their conlciences 
as Judas had; Men may refozm many things 
that are amiſs, as Herod did, and pet being un- 
believers they are ſt ill in the eſtate of impeni⸗ 
tency : It is an infallible demonſtration, that 
they never vet truly taſted of the love of God 
in the pardon of their ſins, who dare p2eſume to 
take a liberty to ſin, oꝛ delight themſelves in a⸗ 
ny ſin whafſoever;they that truly believe, can⸗ 


——— 
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not, dare not allow themſelves in any ſin:foꝛ as 
faith purifies the heart, lo faith repentancte 


keeps the heart pure, and makes the conſcience 
tender: and the moze pure the heart is, the moꝛe 
will it abſtain from all things that are evil. 


Then ſecondly, is Repentance the gift and 


grace of God, whereby a believing ſinner being 
humbled under the light and ſenſe of his ſins, 
doth truly turn to Gad-Then we may obſerve, 
that where true repentance is,there is alſo hu- 


miliation fo2 fin. It is not poſſible that ever 
any ſoul ſhould truly repent; that is not truly } 
humbled and caff down in the ſight & ſenſe ok 
his ſins, Turn unto me (ſaith the Lozd) with all 
your heart, with faſting, with weeping , and with |; 
mourning, Joel 2. 12. The Ninivites when they | 
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frepented, they humbled themſelves from the 
| * Higheſt to the loweſt ; and this alſo ſhews us, 
| | that the greateſt part of men and women in the 
woꝛld never pet truly repented, becauſe they 
were never pet truly humbled : It is not every 
 Þ kinde of ſozrow that wozks repentance, but as 
it is in 2 Cor:7.10. Onely godly ſorrow wotkethi 
l tepentance never to be repented of. And as there 
k may bea counterfkeit repentance, ſo there map 
bea acounterfeit humiliation: The ſignes and 
marks ok true humiliation are thefe, Fir, 
= + thefoul that is truly humbled fo2 ſin, is very 
kree in conketlion ok ſin; and the Scriptures 
tell us, that thole that have bern moſt humbled 
kon ſin, have bin freft in the confeſſion of their 
e? ' fins: as David, Nehemiab, Io b, and others. Pſal. - 
89 5133 laith David, I acknowledg my tranſgreſſion, 

and my ſim is ever before me. And this confeſſion 

ok ſin, will be in ſome meaſure ſuitable to our 

” humiliation ; if our ſozrow fo? ſin be ſincere, 

/ ourconfeſſion will be ſo to: fh:refoze all thofe 
| whoareleſs akraid to commit fin then they are 
alhamed to confeſs fin , were never yet truly 
' 44 humbled fo2 fin, neither thall their ſouls reap 
any ben ſit by it, Prov.28.1 3. He that covereth 
| his fins ſhall not proſper, but whoſo confeſſeth and 
forſaketh them ſhall finde mercy. They that will 
not finde out their ſins toconkels them, to be 
kure, one dap oz other their _ ſhalt finde _ 
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but to to2ment them: if ſin finde us not out in 
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pouth, it will finde us out in age; it it finde us 
not but in health, vet it will iind us out in fick- kul 
neſs ; if it finde us not out in life, vet it will ikt 
linde us out in death; if it finde us not out in me 
death, pet it will finde us out after death in the 4 khe 
day of judgement: either one time oꝛ other our 9Þ 
uns will finde us out. Numb. 25.,33. Your fins fel! 
(ſaith God) ſhall finde you out. | 

Secondly, godly loꝛraw and humiliation fo: fo 
ſin, cauleth the ſoul that is humbled utterly to wil 


loath, and abho2, and hate fin: Ezek. 20.43. Le 03: 
ſhall remember your ways and your doings where- 5 
ifi 


in you have been defiled , and ye {ball loath your 
ſelves in your own fight, for all your evil that you lait 
have committed. Sin is odious and hateful to 
an humble ſoul : I abhor every falſe way, (ſaith lin; 
David) Rivers of tears run down mine eyes, becauſe. . 


men keep not thy law,Plal.119.164.136. Nature ble 


may teach a man to loath ſin in others, but its | 
onely grace that teaches us to abhoꝛ ſin in our 
ſelves, When ſudab, Gen. 38. 24. heard that tem 
his daughter Thamar had played the harlot, he 
Enn caſt ſentence of death upon her: Bring 


er forth (ſaith he) that ſhe may be burned : But 15 


| | bat] 
red 
lapi 


when he law by the pledges that the ſin was his 
own, Judah was then ſilent, no moze talk ok 
burning her then, A ſoul truly humbled, will 
hate ſin whereloever it is;eſpecially in his own 


boſom; 2 | | 7 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 
boſom; men will flie from venomous and hurt⸗ 
ful creatures whereſoever they are; eſpectally 
4 . ifthey be near them, becauſe they are then in 
moll danger to be hurt by them; all the ſins al 
the woꝛld cannot do a ſoul ſo much hurt as his 
, own fins:then they that do not hate ſinzin them⸗ 
lelves, are not truly humbled fo2 ſin. 
Tuhirdly, he that is truly humbled, is willing 
to take ſhame to himlelk, the humble ſinner is 
willing to be aſhamed of his folly: Ez -k. 16. 
53. That thou mayeſt remember and be aſhamed, 
and never open thy mouth more, when I am pa- 
ö cified towards thee for all that thou haſt done, 
| ſaith the Loꝛd. 
 Fourthly, a trulp humbleſoul will be wil⸗ 
ling to receive the woꝛd of God with all readi⸗ 
nels: what's the realon men are no moze hum⸗ 
bled foꝛ ſin - Surely this, becauſe they deſpiſe 
A + 03 neglect the good, wozd of God, which is the 
onelp means to get humility:the humble peni⸗ 
f tent ſoul „is the maſt tra table and teachable 
loul in the world, and he above all other is wil⸗ 
9 \- ling to emb2ace the woꝛd of God. 

Fifthly,a true humble loul is ready and wil⸗ 
ling to put in p2atice all theſe duties which he 
F | bath koꝛmerly learned out of the wozd of God: 

* When Paul was once truly humbled,h? confer- 
red not any longer with fleſh and blod, but 
| laying aftve all carnal realonings, goes on tho⸗ 
15 2 row!{r 
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rowly in his work of pꝛeaching the Goſpel, | | 


Gal.1. 16, Thus you mayſc that where true re- 
pentance is, there is alſo a truc humiliation 


- and loꝛrow fo2ſin ; then every one learn to be 


humble and that betimes : foꝛ as women the 


longer they are ere they bing foꝛthehildꝛen the 


harder is their labour; even lo, they that put off 
repentance to old age, muſt expect theſozer tr a⸗ 
vel. Lamentably are they miſfaken , who put 
off their repentance to their old age: is if like⸗ 
ly that the pains and weaknels of old age will 


be any advantage oz caſe to thy repentance.” 


Rev. 16. ip. its ſaid, that at the pouringforth of the 
fourth viol, when God ſmote the inhabitants of the | 
earth with a ſcorching heat, chat they blaſphemed | 
the name of God and repented not. Jts a woful 


thing to put off repentance to a pained body, o: 
to a ſick bed: pain in its own nature fits rather 
to blaſpheme,and turn krom God, then to re⸗ 


turn to God; and its verp common that ſick 


perſons either repent not at all, o2 if they do, 


at the beſt their repentance is but-a ſickly re-! 
pentance:ſickneſs doth only abate and reſtrain ' 


the power of mens luſts, it never deſtroyes the 
life of ſin, death it ſelf cannot kill ſin ; wicked 
mens fins live when they are dead, the grave 
cannot conſume them, noꝛ the fire of hell: the 

fins of unbelievers remain not onely in their 
- Luilt, but in their power to all eternity, 
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4 Zs it lo then, that repentance is a turning 
- from ſin. unto God, then J obſerve, that there 
he can be no true repentance where ſin is delight⸗ 
the 2d in: he that lives in the love t p2atice of any 
the un knoweth not what repentance meaneth, foz 
or reventance takes off the heart from the lobe of 
* fin, and wozks it to ſuch a dillike of ſin, that it 
| as abhoꝛs the very occaſton of ſin; if ſin comes 
ge- and tells a gracious penitent loul of the pꝛoſtts 
ill And plcaſures of fin, O ſaith a gracions heart, 
e. the lwertnels will pꝛove bitterneſs in the lat⸗ 
be ter end. True repentance takes off the heart 
be from all fin, as well [mall as great, not from 
101 ſome few ſins, but from all lin toꝛ he that turns 
1 not from all, turns from none in truth: and it 
44 is not enough to turn from all ſin, but we mut 
6 er turn krom the commands of lin and ſatan unta 
7 the commands of God; from wonldlinels, to 
ek heavenly mtndedneſs : from pꝛide fo humility : 
* from hatred and envy, to love: the Tree that 
; a bears not good fruit will be hewen down and 
in! caſt into the fire, as well as the tre that bears 
he ) 4 ill fruit. Jbelech ye therefoze bꝛethꝛen inthe 
' bowels of mercy, fo2 the Lo2ds ſake J intreat 
:, every one of you that deſire to be ſaved, that 
be you would turn away from all your iniquities, 
„and that ſpedily, left pour repentance be too 
late: And to this end, be earneſt with God bp 
pꝛaper, foz the ailtance of 2 ſpirit in the lub⸗ 
B 3 duing 


————ů —⅜ 
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| I duing of thy ſins, and caft thy ſelf wholty upon { @ 
bl the L. 92d. | iv 
Every true Penitent is wholly the Lo2ds, | h 

| the defire of his ſoul is to God, and to the C 


| i xememb2ance-of his name; with his foul he F 
|| deſires God in the night, and with his Spirit x 
within him, he leeketh the Lo2d in the moen⸗ t 

| Ing, Iſa. 26. 8,9. He is now a conffant luiter @F 
dt the thaone of grace, and with full purpoſe of | u 
heart he cleaves to God, and loves theplace- | 3 


where his honour dwells, Pſalm 26. 8. All his 
deſire is to know moꝛe of God, and how he max 3 
love him moꝛe and ſerve him better ;the ſervice ! 

and ſervants of God, how joyful are they to his 
foul- Me takes all oppoꝛtunities of doing god, P 
he keeps his heart with all diligence, and the h 
door of his lips that he offend not with his tongue, ; 
Pſalm 39.1, Mis heart is enflamed with the 
love of God, that he endeavours with all his 2 
might to ſhew foꝛth the p2aiſes of the Loꝛd. Bp . 
which it appears, that a turning to God, is not e 
barely a turning from ſin , but a p2atifing of p 


| | god; anda walking up2ightly befoze the Lozd |, H 
in all welÞpleaſing, all our dapes. tt 
Is it ſo then that repentance is needful and t: 

na abſolutely neceſſary foꝛ all perſons ; in what a t. 
I lad condition then are the greateſt part of men r 


and women in the wozld,whoas yet are as far te 
een true repentance as light isfrom ou * 
ä 1 


and vet po2 ſouls , they (moth themſelves up 
with this conceit, that God is merciful , ꝶ they 
hope to be ſaved as wel as the beit, ec they thank 
God all is well with them ; and yet notwith- 
ffanding they never repented of their fins: true 
repentance is a Gꝛace almoſt out of faſhion in 


* 3 * 


theſe ſelf-conceited times, wherin mens minds 
are ſo much running akter novelties and out⸗ 
ward kozmalities; but the power of holineſs, | 
and the doctrine ok repentance and ſelf-moztift= 


cation,theſe are not minded; nay,by many are 
accounted Legal, and altogether needles. 
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* 


Point: and the firft are luch as altogether ab⸗ 
hoꝛ repentance;the ſecond are luch, as although 
they acknowledge repentance is needful , and 


X ; - neceſſary fo2 others, pet think that they them⸗ 


44;"ſelves have no need of it; and the third loꝛt are 
ſuch as do confeſs, that repentance ts needtul 
even fo2 themlelves, as well as others, but not 
pet; its time enough hercafter,there's no luch 


' Chrifts frſt Sermon. 1 


1 — "OE 


There are thzee toꝛts of people that A hall 
have occaſion to ſpeak of in the ule of this 


haſte of it. And J hope in the handling of theſe 


thꝛee ſoꝛts of perſons , J ſhall make it appear 
that reprnfance is needful and neceffary at all 
times, foꝛ all loꝛts. Having done this, J ſhall 


tance, and ſo give you ſom? few Motives to fir 


remove ſome lets that hinder men from repen⸗ 


vou up to repentance ; and then to wind up all 
| 13 4 | ut 
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| n lin a few words of Application. 

i j ( I begin with the fi: of theſc , thoſe that 
}| © abhoz repentance; and they are wilful ſinners, // 
0 tuch as go on in ſin , and make it even their 
trade to lin: wilful, deſperate, and diſſolute 
4 | wzetches,that laugh at repentance,who declare 
| 


are 5 2” 
— — — 
—— — 
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| 


|||] their ſin as Sodom did, and hide it not, Iſa. 3, 9 

$i Who will not be b2ought to abandon their 
6 wicked wapes, but go on ſtill in ſwearing and 
115 curſing, lying aud blaſpheming, whozedome, 
dzunkennels, and all uncleannels, and that 


at = A 
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ceaſe from ſin: O but the latter end of theſe men 


| | ked w2etches are there, that live as if they had 
maͤdea covenant with death and hell, and were 
| | ͤatan agrement with the grave, who had rather 


Ts 2 


with greedineſs; as the Apoſtle ſaith: Wbo 
- mock at faith & repentance,as thoſe ſcoffers did 
in 2 Pet. 3. 4. Theſe are they, as S. Peter laith, 
2 Pet. 2. That walk after the fleſh in the luſt of un- 
| # cleanneſs, and count it pleaſure to riot in the day 
time; whoſe eyes are full of adultery, that cannot 


[821 hazard their ſouls then leave their ſins, who as if 


| k there were neither heaven noꝛ hell, run on li 
F from one ſin to another. Come (ſay they) we 
will fetch wine & fill our ſelves with ſtrong drink, 
and to morrow ſhall be as this day, and much more 
I } abundant. But Ifa. 56. 12. Wo unto them (ſaith 
the Pzophet) they have rewarded evil to tbem- 
1 | ſelves 


; 
| ſelve 
will 
g 0 
| | dign 
1 dott 
ned 
| rep 
| eve! 
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is worſe then their beginning. How many wic -in 
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fo 
th 
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114 ſelves. Hob little do theſe men think, that God | 


at will one day wound the hairy ſcalp of ſuch as 
5 go on in lin: and that tribulation and wrath, in- 
ir dignation & anguiſh, (hall be upon every ſoul that 
te doth evil, Rom. 2. 9. Let men light repentance 
re never lo much, a time will come when they thal 
9. | repent, but that tw late, even in hell fire foz 
ir ever. Fo2 ſin muſt be repented of, if not on 
Io | earth, pet in hell; and if you will not loath pour 


it hell hereafter, pour pot⸗companions, and pour 


o harlot companions ſhall loath one another in 


d - Hell : then theſe blody wounds ſhall bleed 


> which you have given your ſouls in the days ol 


- } your jollity and pꝛide, and in the times ot your 
y ; deſperate impieties; when nothing but w2ath 
© ; andho2rour of conſcience ſhall appear befoze 
nj ycu, then theſe ſweet moꝛlels of fin which have 
een lweet as honey to pour [uſtful appetites, 
d ſhall be vomited up as the bittereſt and loath- 
e | ſomeſt things in the woꝛld. Conſider this all ye 
that forget God, leſt he tear you in pieces, and 
8:37, there be none to deliver you, Pſal. 50 22. Be wil- 
ling to foꝛſake your ſins , foꝛ ſin and the ſoul 
2 }, muſt part, oꝛ elle hel and the ſoul ſhal meet to⸗ 
gether: The wicked ſhall be turned into hell, and 
all the Nations that forget God, Pſalm 9. 17. O 
that you would ſeriouſly lay theſe things to 


1 0 
- 


companions in lin here, you ſhal loath them in 


heart, and now , even now in this your day, 


[ 


: 
, 
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4 


that pe woul | 
| fo pour eberlaſting peace. To day if yon will 
hear my voice(ſaith God in the 95. Pſalm)harden 
not your heart. Slight not, ſcoꝛn not, reſiſt not 
the god woꝛd of God that invites pou to repen! 
tance, but bꝛeak off pour ſins by repentance, 
and turn to God in righteouſneſs, 

And now foꝛ the ſecond lozt, and they are 
fuch as think they need no repentance : And 
they are either ſuch as are moꝛally civil, and 


cal p:ofeſfors, who ſee:n to be, and are not, who 
pꝛofeſs God with their lips, but deny him in 


their lives; O they have no need of repentance! 


d know the things that belong un rep 


mu 
mu 
the 
2 
lin 
wit 
dat 
ne: 
hat 


honeſt befoze men, oꝛ elle foꝛmal and hypocriti:i fin 


lib 
the 


they are no d2unkards, noꝛ lwearers, no2 ſuch 
like: God I thank thee (ſaid the pꝛoud Phari⸗ 


bY 


ſee) I am not as other men are, extortioners, un: the 
juſt, Luke 18. 1 . Theſe are ſuch as pꝛotets God) it © 
and know much of the mind of God, and thererf lin 
foꝛe have no need of repentance, they are gull nec 
ty ok no ſins to repent ok: But of theſe it may me 
be laid as Peter ſaid of Elimas the ſo2cerer, Acts! the 
13. 10. That they are full of all ſubtlety, and ene- E 
mies to all rĩighteouſnes, who never yet knew what nel 
ſin meant. oz they that think they have no ſins 


wi 


left to repent ot, its a cleer argument that they 49: 
never yet truly repented themſelves of any one py 
finat all, but that they are fill in the gall off bo 
bitterneſs, and in the bond of iniquity: Foz] 591 
11 1 repen: -** 
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un repentance is a confinucd ac, and a grace that 
will muff have its daily operation, as faith and love 
rden muſt continue, ſo mult repentance; when once 
nol the rocky heart of a ſinner is lmitten by God, 
pen, the water of repentance will continually flow; 
nce/{ſtncere repentants cannor content themſcives 
with one at 02 two of repentance,but they mu 
are daily renew their repentance, fo2 in will re⸗ 
And nei, ſo muſt repentance; renewed fins muſt 
and have renewed Repentance „till we have done 
itt; finning (and that will not be till we have done 
vho| living) we muſt not have done repenting: if 
nin there bea leakin the chip „the water muſt be 
nee! pumpt aut, elle the ſhip is in danger of ſünking; 
uch we are leaking veſſels all of us, vra the beſt of 
art us ſin leaks in daily, and is renewed daily, and 
un there muſt be the pump of repentance to carry 
od; it out daily, elſe our ſouls will be in danger of 
rer Flinking, And fo2 the other loꝛt who think they 
uils| need no repentance,they are pure moꝛal honeſt 
ay men, who live in a courſe of civility, and take 
ct! their penny to be as white as any others, thele 
ne: are as good as the beſt, and thereloꝛe have no 
hat need tobe any better; they are not deſperately 
ins wicked as many are, they are no blaſphemers, 
hey nz dꝛunkar ds, they go toChurch and give eve⸗ 
met t man his due, and are loving to their neigh⸗ 
al bo2s, and what needs any moꝛe. Its true, thele 
For! FRE are neceſſarp,# are required in a Chat- 


en⸗ Tian: 
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ffian : but yet civility without ſanctity, at the 


beſt is but gilded Atheiſm; mozality and ſeems + 
ing vertues are but gilded fins and gliſtering 


abominations ; the Lo2d leeth many a rotten, 
bale, ſtinking heart under a civil coat. Jf civili⸗ 
ty ad mo2ality would have ſerved the turn, 
then the Phariſees would have gone to heaven 
befd22 any other; they were civilly honeſt, they 
were no [wearers , no2 drunkards, they paid 
tythes, and gave alms, and p2aved often; and 
carried themſelves ſo exact in the woꝛld, that it 
was thought that if but two men in the wozld 
Gould go to heaven, a Scribe ſhould be one, and 
a Phariſee the other. But what ſaith Chꝛiſt⸗ 
Mat. 5. 20. Except your righteouſneſs exceed the 
righteouſneſs of the Scribes and Phariſees, ye tall 
not enter into the kingdom of heaven: And pet 
their righteouſneſs far exceeded the righteoul⸗ 


neſs of all our moꝛal honeſt men. Let a man wh | 


never lo honeſt in outward appearance, let his 
carriage and behavioꝛ be never ſoſpecious and 
plauſible in the epes of the wo2ld, let him be 
never lo exat and juſt in his dealings with, 
men, yet if he be not renewed in the ſptrit ol ; 
his mind, he is never the better fo2 this. Ifhe;, 
be not a ſantified Chꝛiſtian, the woꝛd of truth 
never as vet came home to his ſoul, in the paw: 
er ot it; he is (fill in the ſtate of nature, and 


mithout God, and as pet far from repentante 


and lalbatton. 
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and they are ſuch as are convinced of the necel⸗ 
ng ſity of repentance > but they do nof think it a 
time now to repent: they believe they muſk re- 
lj, pent, but all in god time, there's no haſte of it 
n, pet, it will be time enough hereafter ; at the 
en bour of death, when age and ſicknels is upon 
them; and they think it a thing of nothing to 

- | repent, they can do it when they liſt, its done 
with a wet finger, there needs no mo2e but to 
ſap, Lord have mercy upon me, when they are go- 
ing out of the world, this is the general diſeaſe 
ad with which moſt men are infected. But let 
f luch men know, that it is a hard matter to xe⸗ 
he bent, and ſin is very powerful ; and ik they do 
aj} not ſeek to get it ſubdued in the krength of 
55 laſt fo2 although men grow weaker and weak- 
bo{- er, vet ſin grows ffronger and ſtronger ; and 
being as we lap, bꝛed in the bone, nurled up 
* by us in cur youthful dapes, it will not eaſily 
be be rated out of the fleſh, Can the Blackmore 
hl change his skin, or the Leopard his ſpots? Jer. 


15 23. No they cannot; no moze can they that 


| 


he! are accuſtomed to vo evil, leave it when they 
liſt. a 
1 Ik repentance be a thing ſo calic, how is it 


m tbat many who ſought after it could never ob⸗ 


11118 
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1 And then there is a third ſozt of impenitents⸗ 


their dapes, it will be too hard foꝛ them at the 


tain it - How many are there that have reared 
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| Fedff, Ezek. 24.13. Becauſe 1 would have pur- 
ged thee,and thou waſt not purged, thou ſhalt not 


** 


and cried in the bitterneſs ok their louls, and in 
the hoꝛroꝛ of their conlciences, that they cauld 
not repent. O that I could repent , O that my 
hard heart would break in pieces! This hath ben 


| 


longe 


grow 
he is 
it is! 


bone: 


the cries-of many. It is not in the power of 4... 


man to repent when he pleaſes, dothGod give 
us ſpace to repeat now, it map be he will not 
do it to moꝛrow:a man by nature as he cannot 
of himfelf, lo he hath no inclination of himſelf, 
fo repentance, Repentance its a heart⸗wozk, a 
circumciũng of the heart, and caſting of ſin out 
of the loul, which indeed will make the heart 
to blæd; which thing no natural man is either 
willing oꝛ able to do. Mortifie (ſaith the Apo⸗ 
tle; Col. 3. 5.) your Members which are upon 
earth; which thing ſuits not with a natural 


man. Let no man then put off Repentance, 


upon ſuch folich wicked thoughts as theſe, that 


are b 
they 

with 
time 
men: 
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repentance is an eaſte wozk, which a man may jy, age 


perfo2m when he pleaſes, ſuch ſinful thoughts 
as theſe will deceive vou: Thou that wilt not 
repent now thou mapeſt 


will not repent when God gives ſpace, how 
juſtly may he when thou woul deſt deny it thee⸗ 
becauſe when it was offered to thee thou reku⸗ 


de purged from thy filthineſs, ſaith the Lord. The 
| | | longer 


eber 
tanc 


when thou wouldeſt hapf 


it may be thou ſhalt not be permitted;you that, fs th 
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longer men live in fin, the ſtronger will ſinne 
in grow in them: he that will not leave ſin when 
ld! he is yong, will hardly leave it when he is old; 
it is laid of wicked men, in Job 20. 11. Their 
Al bones are full of the ſins of their youth, which lie 
of! qown with them in the duſt, Not that mens ſins 
are buried with them in their graves, foꝛ then 
at they might be happy > but that they continue 
It with them till death, yea after death. Pany a 
5! time and often hath theLozd ſtod at the dw of 
à mens Conſcienccs , and knocked to come in, 
Rev.3.20. Behold I ſtand at the door and knock, 
rt (ſaith Chꝛiſt) O do not let God wait long, he 
'*: hath waited a long time already to be gracious 
unto the, Iſa. 30. 18. Do not give the devil the 
pꝛime and ſtrength of your dapes, and then 
YL | think to ſerve God in your old age: You do not 
leave ſin in this, but fin leaves you; vou have 
it | not the ffrength and power to ſin then as you 
2 have had; but till your hearts are as bad as 
5 ever they were, then put not off pour repen⸗ 
C | tance till ſickneſs comes. Happy, vea thꝛice 
happy is that man, and bleſſed thall he be, that 
it, in the time of his youth & health furniſhes his 
® Jheart and ſoul with comfozts againſt the evil 
dap; happy is that ſoul, who when age and ſick⸗ 
1 nels comes, is ſo fitted fo2 death by repentance, 
that when death comes he hath nothing elſe to 
Xt do but to dye, Be perſwaded then to repent be⸗ 


e ö 
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times, betoꝛe pou go hence and be no moꝛe lei 
there is no time ours but the pꝛelent time, we 
do not know whether we ſhall live another dap 
another night: many that are in health one day 
are bꝛought to their graves the next. Our li 

(ſaith St. James) is but a vapour that appeareth; 
for a little time, Jam. . 14. we are no ſonet᷑ bon; 
but we begin to die. Nut not pour fouls off then 
from day to dap, he that's unfit oꝛ unwilling to 


repent to dap, will be ſo to mozrow ; therefoze 
ſeek the Lord while he may be found, Iſa. 55. 6 


There is a time when God will not be found: 


Prov. 1.24. to ver. 30. faith God, Becauſe I called} -- 
and ye refuſed, and ſer at naught all mycounſel, and] * 
would none of my reproof; therefore will I laught 


at your calamity, and will mock when your fes 
cometh , when diftreſs and anguiſh cometh upon 


you:then ſhall ye call on me, but I will not anſwery * 
they (ball ſeek me early, but ſhall not finde me. Fos. 
that they hated knowledge, and did not chuſe the 


fear of the Lord; therefore ſhall they eat the fruit 
of their ways, and be filled with their own devices 
There is a time when mercy may be had, but ilþ 


again though it be ſought foꝛ with tears: theri 
is a time, when with the wile Uigins we may 


enter into the wedding, but if we take not thath 
time, we may with the koliſh ones have the daß 


ſhut againſt us, Mat. 25. Then map we knock 


we neglet that time, it will not be recovered Voken 


an N 4 1 
* 


1 


Chriſts firſt Sermon. 


- f and call, pea, cry, Lord, Lord, open to us: but the 
Loꝛd ſhall ſap unto us , I know you not. The 
old wozld had a long time of repentance , a 


hundꝛed and twenty pears did Noah peach re- 


fe] pentance to them, and pet they repented not: 
th hut the Ninivites thep had but a ſhozt time given 


them, but fo2ty dayes, and yet they repented : 


they made the Yay of Repentauce Whilſt the 
Sun of Gods patience ſhined upon them. 


God is not bound to wait mens lealure, the 


Soul is but a tenant at will, and may ſuddenly 


be turned out of doꝛzs, and when you lie upon 


pour fick beds, the Loꝛd may fill your hearts 
with luch fears as may make your conſciences 
| altogether deſpair of mercy. God lent you his 


ſervants early and late,in ſeaſon c out of ſea- 
ſon, to invite pou to repent, but you will re⸗ 


1 - pent you ſay hereatter, pon will if pou can, vu 
hope God will woꝛk it in you. What ground 

have pou of this hope - hath God made you ans 

ſuch pꝛomiſe⸗ Thou canſt not dꝛaw out the 


thꝛed of thy like one minute > koz ought thou 
knoweft this map be thy laſt day; the tenders 


ok mercy, and the offers of graccare at an 


end when thy like ends, ik not befoze:pou know 


; that time and tide ſfayes no mans leaſure-cve- 


ry one is fo wiſe as to take time and tive fo 


8 
# | wg2ldlp affairs; will any man be lo lottiſh as to / | 
deter the time of his ſowing till harveſt⸗ men 
q C wil! 


% 
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ei will not be carrying out of dung, when tbey | 
would be fetching in of Co2n: no, they will dil⸗ 
patch thole things firſt which are of moſt necel:| 


fity.. And is there any thing of moze neceſſity 
then theſalvation of your ſouls⸗ will your ſouls 
be ſaved without repentance⸗oꝛ can pou repent 


| I i when you will-but you will lap, you are young, 
| and therefoze may be boꝛn with a while, which 


is the Devils dipinity ; foꝛ young men have no 
moꝛe liberty allowed them to ſin oꝛ to put off 
. \repentance, then old men have, its the Devils 

policy to infuſe this into thy bzains;thathe may 


enlnare thee. It was the commendation of Ti. 
mothy, that from a Childe he had known the holy -; 


Scriptures, 1 Tim. 1.Young Saints, ſap ſome, but 
not the woꝛd of God, p2ove old Devils, But 3 
am ſure it is a rare thing to ſe an old ſinner to 


become a poung Saint. v hen the devil and ſin} 


} 


hath loꝛded it in pour ſoul, yea ty2anni5ed both 


over ſoul c body, foꝛ thirty oz foꝛty years toge⸗ 


ther, do vou think then that a little groaning o 
crying, Lord have mercy upon me, wil be able to 
dilpoſſels him at the laſt, he having gotten too 


ſtrong a foting in your ſoul to be beaten out off 


his quarters lo caſtly; he that will not remem⸗ 
ber God when he is young and living, its great⸗ 
ly to be fcrared God will be unmindeful of him 
when he is old and dying. Therekoꝛe once moꝛe 
A beleech vou in the bowels of Chꝛiſt, ſpeedily 
| to 


* reer 


r eee ee 


NE 


to tet about the wozk of repentance, leſt when 


= 


| then impenitent Chaiftians. , fo2 they hall 
have the leſler condemnation, becauſe of their 


thou Capernaum : Thou England that art exalt⸗ 


as Chy/ft ſaid of Judas in the 26. of Matthew, 


pou repented not befoze, Do not lay of repen⸗ 
tance as Felix ſpake to Paul, Thou wilt repent 
when thou art bet ter at leaſure,another time ſhall 
ſerve the turn: it may be thou mapeſt not live 
to another time, oꝛ if thou doeſt, thy heart may 
then be as hard, if not harder then now it is. 
Would pou not in the day of the Lo2d be in a 
wozſe condition then heathens o2 infidels are ⸗ 
Then repent. Would pou not when pau are 
dead be in a woꝛle candition then toads oz ſer⸗ 
pents then repent. . | 

It may be laid of every impenitent ſinner, 


and the 24. ver. It had been good for that man 
if he had never been born. Heathens in the dax 
of Judgement ſhall be in a better condition 


ignozance; who it may be would have done 
better if they had known moze. It ſhall be 
more tollerable (faith our Saviour) for Sodom 
and Gomorrah in the day of judgement, then for 


ed up to heaven in Gaſpel-mercies, take heed 
and beware left thou be not thꝛown down fo 
hell in Golpel⸗vengeance. 
J hould now ſhew you the lets that hin⸗ 
E 2 der 
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Fr. | der men from Repentance , and ſo endes 

[lj || Vour to remove them; but J ſhall onely 
name them, and ſo conclude with ſome few liv 
% motibhs to ſtir you up to Repentance. Now fer 
' i the lets thatkecp men off from Repentance,| ME 
are either from Din and Satan, o2 elſe from tie 
bur ſelves and the Wozld; the Devil per⸗ ma 
fwades men that repentance is a needleſs wozk wi 
and men need not trouble themſelves with it, dit 
koꝛ thoſe that God hath oꝛdained to live ſhall G 
be ſaved, let them live never ſo lotelp; and no 
thoſe that he hath appointed to wzath ſhall be Sh 
damned, let them repent never ſo much. But bo 
to remove this let out of the wap, know thiss, cri 

that all theſc, that God hath oꝛdained to ſalva-) ' 

tion, ſhall firſt oz laſt, moze oz leſs, be | Le 
bought to embꝛace the means. Inthe 13. of | pe 
the Acts, and the 48. As many as were ordained j; tb 
to eternal life, believed. God hath joyned the end de 
and the means together, and curſed is he that # de 
dares to ſeparate them: Salvation without re⸗ 
pentance is impoſſible; without holineſs no man 
ſhall ſee God, Heb. 5.19. A.ſecond way by which 
the Devil keeps men off from Repentance, is N 
Gods mercy ; God is merciful, ſaith the devil, | 
His mercy is over all his woꝛks, æ he that made 

vou will not damn pou vou need not fo fear it: 
True it is, even to wicked men God is merct- 
ful: but theſe are but mercies on the left hand, 
com⸗ 


common mercies; its a mercy to men that they 
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live, its a mercy that we were not bozur mon⸗ 
ffers, and its a mercy to have out ward enjoy- 


ments, but what are theſe to the pecutiar mer⸗ 


cies of God ⸗ It was a good ſpeech of a godly 
man, ſaith he, Be that made thee without thee, - 
will not ſave thee without thee; if thou art in a 


ditch and wilt do no moꝛe to come out but cry, 


God help me, thou mapeſt lie and periſh, O do 
not dare to go on in ſin, becaus God is merciful; / 
Shall we ſin (ſaith St. Paul) that grace may a- 
bound ? no, God forbid. J dare not ſaith a gra- 
cious heart: Jf ever pou weuld partake of mer- 


'£y,you mulk depart from intiquity,z2 Tim. 2.19. 
Let every ove that nameth the name of Chriſt de- 


part from iniquity. I dare boldly ſay, that if all 


the clouds of heaven thould confinually ſhowze 


dows mercy, there would not lo much as one 
d2op fall upon any : :npeattent perſon, 
Thirdlp, the devil labours to keep men off 
from repentance, by bꝛinging them to deſpair 
of merey, if he cannot wozk men into pꝛeſum⸗ 
ption by the conſtderation of Gods mercies, he 
will do what he can fo bꝛing them into deſpera- 
tion, by telling them that mercy is out of date. 
But let not this hinder thy repentance, faz as 
if cannot be too lon fo repent, ſo ita never too 
late to repent, better once then never. J do not 
ſpeak this that any ſhould 2 to repent be- 


times 
—Kkk A ²— Be 


11. | 


Wh. 1 | Chriſts feſt Salmen. | 
| times, but that none ſhouldever deſpair okmer⸗ | 
ep, and thereby be hindꝛed from this dutyof re- 

W pentance. a ſecond let that hinders repentance, 
l is the world, the lufs of the fleſh, and the pꝛide 
ok like, the pleaſures and pꝛekerments of the 
1119 ff wozld : thele fight againſt the ſpirit, and reũſt 
18 y the wozk of repentance: Uoluptuoulneſs and 
L117 4 D2unkenneſs unfits men koꝛ repentance, there⸗ 


N F. foꝛe thele muſt be abſtained from (1 Pet. 2.11.) 


1 — 
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as things that war againſt the ſoul. Mortifie there- 
fore (ſaith the Apoſtle) your members which are 
upon earth, fornication, uncleanneſs, &c. Col. 3. 5. 
Theſe muſt be moꝛtiſied. And then a third let 
that keeps men from repentance is ſinzſin hath. 


ſucha commanding power over the ſouls of un⸗ 
regenerated perſons, So that(as it isRom.6.10.) 


they give themſelves over as ſervants to ſin, and to 


uncleanneſs. O then foꝛ the Lo2ds lake, avoid 
all occaſions of ſin; Let not ſin therefore reigu in 
your mortal bodies, that you ſhould obey it in 
the luſts thereof: neither yield you your mem- 
bers as inſtruments of unrighteouſneſs unto ſin. 
but yield your ſelres unto God, as inſtruments of 
rigliteouſneſs, Rom. 6. 12, 13. verſes. O that 
den pꝛevail with you, and that the Lo2d 
would perſwade your, hearts of the dꝛeadful x 


dolekul condition ok all impenitent Sinners, | 


eee then Jbeſeech pou in the fear ok the 
02d Weh eee conſderations; and firſt 
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of all know this, pou that live in the lobe of ſin 
vou live in the hatred of God; foz the love of 
God and the love of ſin cannot poſſibly dwell 
„ together, and they that dwell in it ſhall never 
be | dwell with God, Plal. 15. faith David, Lord, who 
2 , ſhall abide in thy Tabernacle, who ſhall dwell in 
F | chy holy hill? He that walketh uprightly, and 
d | worketh righteouſneſs. And the Apoſtle ſaith, 
2- | + 1 Cor. 6. 9. Know ye not that the unrighteous 
) | hall not inherit the Kingdom of God? Be not 
© /| | deceived, neither fornicators, nor Idolaters , nor 
© | adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abuſers of them 
. ſelves with mankinde, nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor cirunkards, nor revilers,nor extortioners ſhall 
inherit the Kingdom of God. And Plalm 97. Ve 
g that love the Lord hate evil. Allo 2 Tim. 2. 19. 
) | Let every one that nameth the name of Chriſt, de- 
) 
) 
| 
| 


part from iniquicy. @econdly , all thoſe that 
fin, oz are under the po ver and command of 
un, are of the devil For he that commits ſin(ſaith 
St. John) is of the devil, John 3.9. And is it not 
a lad thing to be under the power ofthe Devil⸗ 
Every wicked man is the Devils flave,and he 
dsth the devils d2udgery : where ever ſin is, in 

the love of it, there is allo the devil; the devil 
keeps court in wicked mens hearts, Thirdly, 
ſin is the high wav to deſtru tion, Is not deſtru- 
ion to the wicked ?ſaith Job, Chap. 3 1. 3. Pes, 
that it ts; And a ſtrange paniſhment to the work. 
C 4 ers 


\ 


mere 
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ſtepy ſecurity,but allo pꝛovoke them to repen⸗ 


ty ot repentance, that they live in n and never 


that he knoweth not of Ik impenitent ſinners 
did but know what a dangerous condition they 
were in without repentance, they would never 
- |Yilf ſuffer their eves to lep, no2 their eve⸗lids to 
= il llumber, befoꝛe they had made their peace with 


ers of iniquity. Fourthly and laſtly, in bꝛaught . 
8111 if w2ath and condemnation upon the coul: If ye be 
Ii 11} Ul live after che fleſh ye ſhall die, Rom.8.13.The wic. þ, 
If ked (hall be turned into hell, and all the Nations 
chat forget God, Pſal.g. 17. Theſe things being hg 
1[] 7 conſidered x ſeriouſly taken fo heart, methinks 

111} of Chould not onely awaken ſinners out of their j 


11) #1 fance, And then there is another let which hin- | 
"x ©} ders men from repentance,and that is in them- 
118 if Celves,which is ok all other the greateff let; loꝛ 
did not our own balehearts deceive us, the devil 
tbe wozld, and ſin, could never hinder us from jj 
coming to God by repentance;# theſe lets from 4 
dur ſelves are either from igno2ance oꝛ hardnes 
I ot heart,Eph4- 18. Men, ſaith theApoftle,through - 
ede ignorance that is in them, & through the hard- 
neſs of their hearts being pafi feeling, have given 
' 1 4 themſelves over unto laſciviouſneſs, & to work all 
uncleannes with greedines. Jqno2ance muſt needs 1 
I bea great let to repentance, no wonder when 
| men know not the danger of ſin, noꝛ the neceſſt- 


1 come to repentante, who is there that leks fo: 


God, 


ST 
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Bod by repentance: O then fo2 the Lo2ds ſake 
ket acquaintance with God, and learn to know 
trhat an odious thing fin is, Job 22.21. Acquaint 
now thy ſelf with God, and be at peace, thereby 
god ſhall come unto thee, thereby thou maiſt be 
bꝛought to repentance, Then ſecondly,there's 
in us hardnels of heart, which hinders the wozk 
of repentance : It is ſaid of Zedekiah, 2 Chron. 
36. 13. That he hardned his heart that he might not 
return to the Lord his God. And this hardneſs 
of heart is very lamentable, becauſe all the 
means which God uſes to ſoften, wonk not upon 
ſit at all; And Pharaoh hardened his heart, and 
would not let the children of Iſrael go, Ex. 8. 32. 
Al the ſoze judgements of God upon him could 
not pꝛevail with his hard heart, he would not 
let them go; ſo wicked men whole hearts are 
har dened, theywill not let their ſins go, neither 
the jndgement, no2 the mercies of God will 
pꝛevail with wicked men, to turn them from 
their fins. Amos 4 12. ſaith God, Though I have 
| ſent among youjudgment upon judgment, plague, 
 famine,and noĩſom beaſts, yet have you not retur- 
ned unto me. Therefo2e. J belecch pou, in love 
to your po ſouls, that bypꝛaper you would beg 
| of God to give you ſoffkned hearts, that may 
melt t tremble at the woꝛd of God, leſt by go⸗ 
ing on in pour fins, ve bꝛing upon your [clves 
[wift deſtru tion. And lo J come to give pou 
lome 
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ſome means and motives to ſtir you up for, 
pentance, and J ſhall conclude. " Jers;h£ 

The firſt and p2incipal means of wozkinþY as! 
repentance where it is not, is the wozd of Goffth ſin 

Mat. 4.17.And Jeſus began to preach,and to ſap 9M ſi 

Repent, for the Kingdom of Heaven is at ha ſthers 

'Chziſts firſt Sermon was a Sermon of repeurned 

tance, therekoze if ever pou would repent: ilo.T 

vour ſins, attend upon the woꝛd of GId, Mirak! 

A woful ſad condition are thoſe in that want tik the! 
woꝛd of God: What the Pꝛeacher ſaid, EcclÞ®"< | 
17. 6. In the morning (ſaith he)ſowe thy ſeed, aq hee. e 
in the evening withhold not thy hand; ſo ſay J od 
hearing the word of God; Hear it in the mo29Þ9*9 * 
ing, and hear it in the akternun; hear it on tig oo 
Lo2ds day, and hear it in the week dap, take G99. 
oppo2funities of hearing the word of Gad. | They 

And then a ſecond help is, to conſider tinith! 
godneſs and power of God, his almighty, a {they | 
his all-ſeingeye; confer Go) ſes and knob? Ge 
all thy waves, and is able to punich the fort night 
thy ſins , ik men were but convinced of thiz repet 

truth, they durſt not min lo boldly as they dq Und a 

But J paſs by this to give you ſome few Etpendn 
dences of the truth of repentance, and they af rebel 
b2iefly t hele. I awfi 

Firſt, the ſoul that hath truly repented is v AV o 

ry caretul to avoid even the occaſton of ſin, al bo i 


keeps him:clt at a diſtance both from fin + and 
ner! aͤnd 
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ers;he will diſpenſe with no ſin at all, but wil 

kind v as Ephraim did, What have I to do any more 

Boßith fin > And lecondlp, he that is truly turned 

\ om fin unto God, will endeavour to turn 

anftb:rs alſo: he is not content that he himlelf is 
ogurned to God, but he will dꝛaw others to God 

xt o. Thirdly, he that hath truly repented is ve⸗ 

1þ&y careful tofurniſh himſelf against the aſſaults 

tik the devil; Thy word (ſaith Davig, Pl. 119.1 1.) 

clchave | hid in my heart, that I might not ſin againſt 

anthee. A true repentant treaſures up the woꝛd ot 

30 God in his heart, and walks worthy of the Lord 

unto all well-pleaſing, being fruitful unto every 

tigood work, and encreaſing in the knowledge of 

God, Col. 1. 10. Thep do it, as it is in Pl. 1 10.23. 
{They keep the teſtimonies of God, and ſeek him 

ti with their whole heart; they alſo do no iniquity, 

in they walk in his ways. Their delight is in the law! 

of God, and in his law they do meditate day and 

of night, Pſal. 1. 2. Fourthly , he that hath truly 

js repented, is full of holp indignation againſt 

{ ſin, and turns ſin quite out of dv2s, he cannot 

endure the fight of if. Fifthly,He that hath trulp - 

r:pented , is full of fear, he is filled with an 

awfu!, reverencial, and filial fcar of the Maje- 

{fy of God, and he ts afraid ef diſpl-aIng God 

bp ſin. Sixthlp, a true penitent is full of halp ._ 

and heavenly defrres ; he deres mo2e of God, 

and mo2e acquaintance with the waves of God, 
m92e 
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5 ; kt moſt 
moze communion with God in Oꝛdinanteſhen do 
Sebenthiy,true penitents are very zealous tay; wi 
God: O how do I love thy law, ſaith David entan 
the 119. Pſalm. 4 godly man cannot endure ſpere in 
ſee God diſhonoured ; as it is ſaid of Lot inthag of 
ſecond of Peter 2. 8. He vexed his righteous ſoſaton u 
from day to day wich their unlawful deeds. At wapes 
then laſt ly, where true repentance is Woughtieame 1 
it will wozk a holy change in the ſoul ; au in due 
whereas ſin was fozmer ly delighted in, thgzake 
true Yenitent hath it in indignation ; the peate 
will not onelp turn fin out of dvzs,but allo ar comet 
readp to cut it in pieces as it were: true penis do bu 
fents have a feeling on their hearts foꝛ ſin, {| vy re 
will loath themſelvs foꝛ the evil of their ways] die v 
It is a hard thing fo2 a man to loath himſelf to ag 
every man naturally loves hiunſelf,but true pe die, i 
nitents loath and abho2 themſelves,as Job did] they 
A repentant epe ſees matter enough in himſelk ſent 
of ſelf-abhozrency : Repentance lets us le pent! 
what black vefiled creatures we are by nature take 
Ezek, 20. 43. You ſnall remember your wayes,| to pt 
(faith the Lo2d) and ſhall loath your ielves ia dert 
your own ſight, And ſs much foꝛ the Evidence we « 
of repentance. ye 1 
Is it lo then, that repentance is ſo abſolutely] riſh, 
neceſſary to ſalvation,and that there is a great ſhoꝛ 
danger in putting it off from day to dap; and wo: 
that a ſick bed repentance is no repentance, o: 
a 
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at moſt but a ſickly Repentance , how highly 
yen doth it concern every one of us, eden te 
” (Gay, while if is called ta day, to begin our re- 
d zentance, and not onely to begin, but to perbe- 
e pere in it to the end of our dapes: Let the time 
t patt of our lives ſuffice us to have w2ought our 
lod wn wills, and to have walked in our own 
Auwapes, and let us reſolve fo2 the time to 
INcome to live unto God, and be not weary, foz 
y in due ſcaſon thou ſhalt reap if thou faint not. 
Dake repentance thy daily wozk , that ſo thy 
Aprate may be made with God, and when thou 
Al comet; to dye, thou mapeſt have nothing elle to 
ni do but to dye. He that labours not to kill fin 
by repentaacein his life, will be very unfitts 
'9 die when death comes, death is onely welcome 
to a gracious penitent ſoul ; they are not fit to 
4 die, in whom ſin is not killed by Repentance ; 
a they have done nothing of that woꝛk which God 
ent them into the wozld to do, that have not re⸗ 
ex pented: repentance ſweetens our lives, and 
vo takes away the bitterneſs of death, and onely 
to penitent ſinners is mercy pꝛomiled. Conſt- 
ah der there is an abſolute necellity of repentance, 
we cannot be laved unlels we repent; Except 

ye repent (faith Chriſt) ye ſhall all likewiſe pe- 
ib, Luke 13. 3. Conſider alſo thy life is but 
if ho2t: thou hatt bur a little time to live in the 
woꝛld, chou haſt need to beſt ir thy (elf then, and 
2 
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fo husband thy fime tothe beſt denial 
thy loul; thy pꝛecious and immoztal ſoul y + 
- bein danger of hell fire, if thou repent not: 2; 
no repentance,no ſalvation ; and if thou dy 
not repent thee here of thy fins, thou wilt luß 
Ip to thy coft repent thee hereafter in hellt ; 
the neglex of repentance ; thou wilt then cut * 
the day wherein thou didſt delpile repentnn 
then if there be any love in ther to thy pꝛecioſ ln ſin 
ſoul, whatever thou doeſt, repent, Conſid Leſt. t 
aͤllo the end, fo2 which Chꝛiſt came into hw bil 
wo2ld: Mat. 9. 13. I came (ſaith Chziſt) rod Defe! 
ſinners to repentance. Be Jealous ther efoꝛe a Thor 
repent, and as John ſaith, Mat. 3. 8. Let us No n 
labour to bring forth fruits meet for repentanq No r 
Now the Lozd wozk thele truths upon pol One 
hearts, and the Loꝛd give cvery one of us rj Tho! 
pentance unto life, repentance never fo be rf. Toll 
penfed of: Which the Lozd of his infini The 
mercy grant unto us all. To whom be gloß Thy 
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and honour fo2 eber. Amen, Kee 
| And 
| The 
Anc 
FINIS. 
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A ſhort Motive to Repentance. 


He Glaſs doth run, the Clock doth go, 
Awake from fin why ſleep you ſo: 
tl lin ſin ſleep not ſecurely ſtill, 

ili Leſt. thou by fin thy ſoul doeſt kill: 

0 ff While thou haſt time do not delay, 

o Defernot off from day to day; 

Thou art not ſure to tarry here, 

as No not one quarter of a year; 

ang No not one week, nor yet one day, 

yo One hour thou art not ſure to ſtay ; 

r Thou haſt not ſpace in thine own power, 
e rk To live one minute of an hour: 

ni The preſent time ſee then thou take, 

io Thy peace with God in Chrift to make. 
Keep Faith and true Repentauce ſtill, 
And then let Death come when it will. 
Thou art prepared for to dy e; 

And thou ſhalt live eternally. 
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Courteous Reader, 


10 is lately publiſhed an excellent all! 
profitable Sermon, called, The Chriſtia 
bleſſed Chotce:Likewiſe Chrifts firſt Sermon. Al 
Chriſts laſt Sermon: And the Chriſtians beſt Gi 
ment. Alſo Heavens Glory, and Hells Horroff 
And the School of Grace, Alſo, Awarning-piet 
to the Sloathful, Idle, Carelefs, Drunken, and $ 
cure Ones of theſe laſt and worſt of times. Ve 
godly Books, and are but three pence price. 
Likewiſe, | 
1, Englands Faithful Phyſician. 
2. Dooms-day at hand. | 
3. The dreadful character of adrunkard. + 
4 The Fathers laſt Bleſſing to his children. 
5. The ſin of Pride arraigned and condemne 
6. The Plain Mans Plain Path-way to Heavet 
7. The Black Book of Conſcience. 
8. Peters Sermon of Repentance. 
9. The Charitable Chriſtian. 
10. Death Triumphant. | 
All very neceſſary for theſe licentious time 
and each of them being but of two pence price 
They are to be fold by Elizabeth Andrews, 1 
the White Lion near Pye-Corner. - 
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